
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   www.allgather.org/calendar 
Kids Choir Has Begun!: The kids will be practicing for the Christmas program during Sunday School each 
week and performing on December 13. 
 
Youth Group Holiday Event: Middle/ High School Students, friends, and families! Join us for an  
afternoon of Baking, decorating, and eating cookies, Christmasmusic and Holiday cheer, Saturday, December 
12th 2:00pm at the Silvanic's Home. 5201 Bakers Mill Rd. Durham, NC 27707. Feel  
free to bring a recipe and ingredients to share. 
Nicole Silvanic: (919) 812–5830 Matthew Greg: (630) 824-8356  
 
Leadership Team: We are pleased to announce that Megan Long and Steve Efird will be joining our 
Leadership team in 2016! 
 
Potluck: Please join us next Sunday Dec 13 following the service for fellowship and food. 
 
PORCH: Next Sunday we will be collecting donations of non-perishable food items that will benefit our 
Creekside community. 
 
Christmas at Creekside: Share your Christmas with families at Creekside by purchasing a $25.00 gift card to 
Walmart or writing a $25.00 check to the church, designated to Creekside Christmas.  Our goal is to give 40  
gift cards! 
 
WAYS TO GIVE TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Tithes and offerings can be placed in the black box on the back table, given electronically online through your 
banks Bill Pay service (sent to the church address, see below),by Dwolla or Paypal.  For questions,  
contact Sheana Funkhouser, sheanafunkhouser@gmail.com 
 
INFORMATION & CONNECTING 
To find out more about the Gathering Church, or to connect, please fill out a card on the back table and place 
it in the black box. 
 

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Mark Acuff – Lead Pastor (mark@allgather.org) 
Jeff Crawford – Music Director (jeff@allgather.org) 

Lindsay Rogers – Kids’ Ministry Director (lindsaybrogers@gmail.com) 
Matthew Greg – Youth Director (matthew@allgather.org) 

Emily Faison – Administrative Assistant (emily@allgather.org) 
CHAIR OF LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Bill Funkhouser (bill_funkhouser@med.unc.edu) 
 

www.allgather.org | facebook.com/allgather | @allgather | @markacuff 
 

Church office at Hamilton Centre: 1415 W NC54 Ste. 114, Durham, NC 27707 
p – 919.797.2884, f – 919.908.1171 

 

December 6, 2015 
Luke 1:5-25 

 

 
                                                 Waiting For The Revealing – Jan Richardson 

ADVENT II : LOVE 

How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven                                   

-Phillips Brooks 
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WELCOME TO THIS WORSHIP SERVICE OF THE GATHERING CHURCH 
Whether you come today as a skeptic, seeker, or believer, our hope is that you will sense the 

welcome of God, the love of others, and the opportunity to join Jesus Christ in sharing the grace 
of God with all people. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING WESLEY/MENDELSSOHN 
Hark, the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful, all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With the angelic host proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 
Hark, the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
 
Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold him come 
Offspring of a Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 

Hail the incarnate deity 
Pleased as man with man to dwell 

Jesus, our Emmanuel 
Hark, the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King 
 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace 
Hail the Son of Righteousness 
Light and life to all he brings 

Ris'n with healing in his wings 
Mild he lays his glory by 

Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 

Hark, the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 

 Written by Charles Wesley (Lyrics) 1739 and Felix Mendelssohn (Music) 1840 (Public Domain) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LOVE CAME DOWN AT CHRISTMAS HOPSON/COONEY 
Love came down at Christmas 
Love, a lovely love divine 
Love was born at Christmas 
Star and Angels gave the sign 

Love shall be our token 
Love be yours and love be mine 

Love to God and both of us 
Love for plea and gift and sign 

Lyrics by Christina Rossetti (1885) Music – Garton – Traditional Irish Melody, arranged by Shawn Colvin (1998) (Public Domain) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL KING JOHN/WADE 

O come, all ye faithful,  
Joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem 
Come and behold him,  
Born the King of angels 
 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him 
Christ the Lord 

 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation 
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest 

 Lyrics by John Francis Wade (1751) and by King John IV of Portugal (Public Domain) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

                                                    NOTES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

COMMUNION 
Each Sunday, we remember that we only find life in Jesus, through the love he demonstrated by his death on 
the cross.  So, bringing nothing, we come and receive his grace in the Bread and the Cup that he offers to 
those who follow him. 
 
PRAYER 
If you would like to have someone pray for you or for any other need, you will find Prayer Team members at 
the back of the gym who will gladly pray with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WELCOME  
 
 
 
 
 

ISAIAH 43:1-3 
 

But now, this is what the Lord says— 
    he who created you, Jacob, 
    he who formed you, Israel: 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 

When you pass through the waters, 
    I will be with you; 

and when you pass through the rivers, 
    they will not sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire, 

    you will not be burned; 
    the flames will not set you ablaze. 

For I am the Lord your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HE KNOWS MY NAME WALKER 
He knows my name 
He knows my every thought 
He sees each tear that falls 
And hears me when I call 

I have a Maker, he formed my heart 
Before even time began my life was in his hands 

 
I have a Father, he calls me his own 

He'll never leave me no matter where I go 
Written by Tommy Walker  ©1996 Doulos Publishing CCLI #2151368  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS CONVERSE 
What a friend we have in Jesus 
All our sins and griefs to bear 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit 
Oh, what needless pain we bear 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer 
 
Have we trials and temptations 
Is there trouble anywhere 
We should never be discouraged 
Take it to the Lord in prayer 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
Who will all our sorrows share 
Jesus knows our every weakness 
Take it to the Lord in prayer 

Are we weak and heavy-laden 
Cumbered with a load of care 

Precious Savior, still our refuge 
Take it to the Lord in prayer 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee 
Take it to the Lord in prayer 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee 
Thou wilt find a solace there 

 
Blessed Savior, thou hast promised 

Thou wilt all our burdens bear 
May we ever, Lord, be bringing 

All to thee in earnest prayer 
Soon in glory bright, unclouded 
There will be no need for prayer 

Rapture, praise, and endless worship 
Will be our sweet portion there 

Written by Charles Converse (1868) - Public Domain 
 
 

HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE FOR US TOWNEND 
How deep the Father's love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That he should give his only Son 
To make a wretch his treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns his face away 
As wounds which mar the chosen one 
Bring many sons to glory 
 
Behold the Man upon a cross 
My sin upon his shoulders 
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers 

It was my sin that left him there 
Until it was accomplished 

His dying breath has brought me life 
I know that it is finished 

 
I will not boast in anything 

No gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 

His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from his reward 

I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 

His wounds have paid my ransom 
Written by Stuart Townend ©1995 Thankyou Music (EMI) CCLI 1558110 

 
 

DISMISSAL OF CHILDREN/YOUTH AND GREETING ONE ANOTHER 
Children and Youth are dismissed to participate in their various classes.  As they leave, meet and welcome 
those around you, especially those you might not know.  Feel free to fill in the front and center areas. 

 
 

 

LUKE 1:5-25 
 

 

In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly 
division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron.  Both of them were righteous in 
the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly.  But they were childless 
because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old. 
 
Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, he was chosen 
by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense.  
And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying 
outside. 
 
 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.  When 
Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear.  But the angel said to him: “Do not be 
afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are 
to call him John.  He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth,  for 
he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will 
be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born.  He will bring back many of the people of Israel to 
the Lord their God. And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the 
hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 
 
Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in 
years.” 
 
The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to 
you and to tell you this good news. And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this 
happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.” 
 
Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in the 
temple.  When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the 
temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak. 
 
When his time of service was completed, he returned home. After this his wife Elizabeth became 
pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion.  “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In 
these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.” 
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