
 

JOY TO THE WORLD WATTS/MASON 
Joy to the World , the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the World, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 
Lyrics by Isaac Watts (1719) Music by Lowell Mason (1839) (Public Domain) 

 
 

O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL KING JOHN/WADE 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him,  
Born the King of angels. 
 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 

 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest. 

REFRAIN 
Lyrics by John Francis Wade (1751) and by King John IV of Portugal (Public Domain) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING   WWW.ALLGATHER.ORG/CALENDAR GIVING  WWW.ALLGATHER.ORG/GIVING 

YTD GIVING (12/09) 
$246,210 

 
2012 BUDGET GOAL 

$300,000 

Gethsemane Garden Christian 
Centre: During potluck, visit the back 
table to see a video about Naphtaly’s 
ministry and visit their website at 
http://www.ggcckenya.com.  
 
Advent Devotional and 
Materials: Available for free 
download at 
www.allgather.org/advent/. 
 
A huge thanks to everyone who gave 
and participated in the success of 
Creekside Christmas.  86 gift cards 
were given, amounting to $4300. 

Hanging of the Greens: Stay 
after church on Sunday 12/23 to 
help decorate for our Christmas Eve 
service.  We’ll order in some food 
and “hang the greens” together. 
 
Christmas Eve: Invite your 
friends and family to our annual 
Christmas Eve candlelight service 
at Creekside Elementary School on 
12/24 at 5:30pm.  Children are 
welcomed but there will be no 
childcare provided. 

WAYS TO WORSHIP 
THROUGH GIVING: 

(1) In the black box on the back table 
on Sundays. 
(2) Online through Paypal. 
(3) By automating a draft through 
your bank. 
(4) By mailing a check to PO Box 
16402/Chapel Hill, NC 27516. 

Fill out a visitor’s card to be included in church communications.  To have an announcement included email: 
happenings@allgather.org.  Keep up with the Gathering Church on Twitter (@allgather) or www.facebook.com/allgather.  Check out 

Music from the Gathering Church: music.allgather.org (to stream or buy) or blog.allgather.org. 

 
 

December 16, 2012 
Luke 1:68-79 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The Third Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 
 
 

“Savior of the nations, come; 
Virgin’s Son, here make Thy home! 
Marvel now, O heaven and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth.” 

- Ambrose of Milan (397) 
 

 



ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH TRADITIONAL 
Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 
REFRAIN 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Christ Whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee, 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

REFRAIN 
 

See Him in a manger laid, 
Whom the choirs of angels praise; 

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
While our hearts in love we raise. 

REFRAIN 
 

Lyrics French Traditional, Translated James Chadwick (1862) and Music by Edwin Barnes (Public Domain) 
 

WELCOME 
Welcome to the Gathering Church.  We are a church that is growing in doing three things well: being present to God in 
worship, being connected to each other in community, and being engaged in the world by serving and sharing God’s love.  
Thank you for gathering this morning to worship the Lord. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
The lighting of Advent candles dramatically depicts the growing expectation we have for the coming of Christ, the light of 
the world.  The main symbolism portrayed by the wreath is the growing intensity of light as the candle lighting includes an 
additional candle each worship day and as anticipation builds for the celebration of Christ’s second coming. 

 

ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY MONTGOMERY/SMART 
Angels, from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation's story, 
Now proclaim Messiah's birth 
 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 
Shepherds in the field abiding, 
Watching o'er your flocks by night, 
God with man is now residing; 
Yonder shines the infant Light 
REFRAIN 
 
Sages, leave your contemplations; 
Brighter visions beam afar: 

Seek the great Desire of nations; 
Ye have seen His natal star 

REFRAIN 
 

Saints before the altar bending, 
Watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, 

In his temple shall appear 
REFRAIN 

 
Though an infant now we view him, 

He shall fill his Father's throne, 
Gather all nations to him; 

Every knee shall then bow down 
REFRAIN 

 Music from James Montgomery (1816) Lyrics from Henry Smart (1867) (Public Domain) 
 

FOREVER TOMLIN 
Give thanks to the Lord our God and King 
His love endures forever 
For He is good, He is above all things 
His love endures forever 
Sing praise, sing praise 
 
With a mighty hand and outstretched arm 
His love endures forever 
For the life that's been reborn 
His love endures forever 
Sing praise, sing praise 
 
Forever God is faithful. Forever God is strong. 
Forever God is with us.  Forever, forever 

From the rising to the setting sun 
His love endures forever 

By the grace of God we will carry on 
His love endures forever 

Sing praise, sing praise 
CHORUS 

 
His love endures forever.  His love endures forever 

His love endures forever.  Forever 
  

Forever You are faithful 
Forever You are strong 

Forever You are with us 
Forever And ever 

Written by Chris Tomlin  ©2001 Worshiptogether Songs/Six Steps Music CCLI 3148428 
 

CANTICLE OF THE TURNING HOPSON/COONEY 
My soul cries out with a joyful shout  
That the God of my heart is great,  
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things  
That you bring to the ones who wait.  
You fixed your sight on the servant's plight,  
And my weakness you did not spurn, 
So from east to west shall my name be blest. Could 
the world be about to turn?  
 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.  
Let the fires of you justice burn.  
Wipe away all the tears,  
For the dawn draw near,  
And the world is about to turn.  
 
Though I am small, my God, my all, 
You work great things in me, 
And your mercy will last from the depths of the past  
To the end of the age to be. 
Your very name puts the proud to shame,  
And to those who would for You yearn, 
You will show your might, put the strong to flight,  
For the world is about to turn. 
REFRAIN 

From the halls of power to the fortress tower, 
Not a stone will be left on stone.  

Let the king beware for your justice tears  
Ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 

The hungry poor shall weep no more,  
For the food they can never earn; 

These are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed,  
For the world is about to turn. 

REFRAIN 
  

Though the nations rage from age to age,  
We remember who holds us fast: 

God's mercy must deliver us  
From the conqueror's crushing grasp. 

This saving Word that our forebears heard  
Is the promise which holds us bound, 

'Til the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
Who is turning the world around. 

REFRAIN 

Written by Hal Hopson and Rory Cooney (based on Irish Traditional) ©2005 Birnamwood Publications CCLI# 380042   
 
 

DISMISSAL OF THE CHILDREN & THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
As the children are dismissed to participate in Gathering Kids activities, find someone you do not know, welcome 
them, and exchange a sign of Christ’s welcome and peace.  As the kids leave, please fill in the two center seating 
areas. There are bibles available for use on the back table if you didn’t bring one. 

 
 

SERMON NOTES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Something I have learned.] 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

[Something I will share.] 
 
 

COMMUNION 
Come and receive of the feast that Jesus offers those who follow him.  During this time, we remember Jesus’ 
sacrifice and are nourished by his Body that was broken on the cross for us.  In front of the stage there is an area 
available for kneeling and prayer.  Feel free to take some time before and after receiving to pray. 

 
 


