
I  HEARD THE BELLS ON CHRISTMAS DAY LONGFELLOW/MARKS 
Music by Johnny Marks (1956) Lyrics “Christmas Bells” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1863) 

 

IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL SPAFFORD/BLISS 
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well, with my soul. 
 
It is well, with my soul, 
It is well, with my soul, 
It is well, i t is well, with my soul 
 
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 
And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 

 
My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought! 

My sin, not in part but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 

 
 

And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll; 

The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend, 
Even so, it is well with my soul. 

 

Words by Horatio Spafford (1873) Music “Ville Du Havre” by Philip Bliss (1876) – Public Domain 
 

 

O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL KING JOHN/WADE 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels; 
 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 

 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest 
 Lyrics by John Francis Wade (1751) and by King John IV of Portugal (Public Domain) 

 
 
 

UPCOMING   www.allgather.org/calendar CONTACT GIVING  

www.allgather.org/giving 
YTD GIVING (12/15): 

$313,600 
2013 BUDGET GOAL: 

$375,000 

Dec 24 5:30pm Christmas Eve Service.  
Invite your friends and family to this special time 
to worship the newborn King.  No childcare. 
 
Dec 27 – Help prepare and serve lunch at the 
Chapel Hill IFC kitchen.  Contact Suzanne Snyder 
(suzsnyder34@gmail.com) if you can help out. 
 
Dec 29 – regular church service time 10:30am. 
 
Fil l out a blue card to receive our 
churchwide midweek email keeping you 
abreast of news and opportunit ies. 

Office at Hamilton Centre 
1415 W NC54 Ste 114 

Durham, NC 27707 
 

p919.797.2884 
f919.908.1171 

 
www.allgather.org 

@allgather 
facebook.com/allgather 

 
Access a password-protected  

Church Directory at: 
www.allgather.org/info/directory/ 

Ways to continue to 
worship through giving: 

(1) In the black box on the back 
table on Sundays. 

(2) By automating a draft 
through your bank. 

(3) By mailing a check to PO 
Box 16402/Chapel Hill, NC 

27516. 
(4) Online through Paypal. 

 
 

 
December 22, 2013 

Luke 2:8-20 |  Romans 5:1-5 

 
 
 

Lord Jesus Christ,  
Though Son of the Most High, Prince of Peace, be born again into our world.  
Wherever there is war in this world, wherever there is pain, wherever there is 
loneliness, wherever there is no hope, come, Thou long-expected One, with 

healing in Thy wings.  Holy Child, whom the shepherds and the kings and the 
dumb beasts adored, be born again. Wherever there is boredom, wherever there 
is fear of failure, wherever there is temptation too strong to resist, wherever there 

is bitterness of heart, come, Thou blessed One, with healing in Thy wings. 
Savior, be born in each of us who raises his face to Thy face, not knowing fully 

who He is or who Thou art, knowing only that Thy love is beyond his knowing and 
that no other has the power to make him whole. Come, Lord Jesus, to each who 

longs for Thee even though he has forgotten Thy name. Come quickly. 
– Frederick Buechner 



 
 
 

HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING WESLEY/MENDELSSOHN 
Hark the herald angels sing  
"Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild  
God and sinners reconciled" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies 
With the angelic host proclaim:  
"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 
Hark! The herald angels sing,  
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
 
Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of a Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 

Hail the incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with man to dwell;  

Jesus, our Emmanuel 
Hark! The herald angels sing  
"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings 

Ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by  

Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of Earth  
Born to give them second birth 

Hark! The herald angels sing  
"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 Written by Charles Wesley (Lyrics) 1739 and Felix Mendelssohn (Music) 1840 (Public Domain) 
 

WELCOME 
Welcome to the Gathering Church.  We are a church that is growing in doing three things well: being present to God in 
worship, being connected to each other in community, and being engaged in the world by serving and sharing God’s love.  
Thank you for gathering this morning to worship the Lord. 

 
 

L IGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
The lighting of Advent candles dramatically depicts the growing expectation we have for the coming of Christ, the light of the 
world.  The wreath symbolizes the growing intensity of light as an additional candle each worship day and as anticipation 
builds for the celebration of Christ’s second coming. 

 
 

JOY TO THE WORLD WATTS/MASON 
Joy to the world , the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the World, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 
Lyrics by Isaac Watts (1719) Music by Lowell Mason (1839) (Public Domain) 

 

IT CAME UPON A MIDNIGHT CLEAR 
 

WILLIS/SEARS 
It came upon a midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth, 
To touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, goodwill to men 
From heavens all gracious King!" 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing. 
 
Still through the cloven skies they come, 
With peaceful wings unfurled; 
And still their heavenly music floats 
O'er all the weary world: 

Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hovering wing, 

And ever o'er its Babel sounds 
The blessed angels sing.  

 
O ye beneath life's crushing load, 

Whose forms are bending low, 
Who toil along the climbing way 

With painful steps and slow; 
Look now, for glad and golden hours 

Come swiftly on the wing; 
Oh rest beside the weary road 

And hear the angels sing. 
 Music – “Carol” Richard Willis (1850)  Lyrics – “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” Edmund Sears (1849) 

 

SALVATION’S SONG TOWNEND/SMALL 
Loved before the dawn of time, 
Chosen by my Maker, hidden in my Savior 
I am His and He is mine, cherished for eternity. 
 
When I'm stained with guilt and sin, 
He is there to lift me, heal me and forgive me; 
Gives me strength to stand again, 
Stronger than I was before. 
 
So with every breath that I am given 
I will sing salvation's song; 
And I' l l join the chorus of creation 
Giving praise to Christ alone. 
 
All the chains of Satan's curse  
Lifted through His offering, satisfied through suffering; 
All the blessings He deserves poured on my unworthy soul. 

Singing glory, honor, wisdom, power 
To the Lamb upon the throne. 
Hallelujah, I will lift Him high. 

Singing glory, honor, wisdom, power 
To the Lamb upon the throne. 

Hallelujah I will sing  
With every breath that I am given 

I will sing salvation's song; 
And I' l l join the chorus of creation 

Giving praise to Christ alone. 
 

Stars will fade and mountains fall; 
Christ will shine forever, 

Love's unfading splendor. 
Earth and heaven will bow in awe, 

Joining in salvation's song. 

Written by Stuart Townend and Andrew Small ©2007 Thankyou Music (BMI) CCLI# 5109630 
 
 

DISMISSAL OF THE CHILDREN & THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
As the children are dismissed to participate in Gathering Kids activities, find someone you do not know, welcome them, and 
exchange a sign of Christ’s welcome and peace.  As the kids leave, please fill in the two center seating areas. There are 
bibles available for use on the back table if you didn’t bring one. 

 
 

COMMUNION 
Come and receive of the feast that Jesus offers those who follow him.  During this time, we remember Jesus’ sacrifice 
and are nourished by his Body that was broken on the cross for us and Blood that was poured out for the sins of many.  
In front of the stage there is an area available for private prayer.  There are also members of the congregation and 
Prayer Team available for prayer in the cafeteria during and after communion. 

 


